


ROALD & BEATRIX: THE TAIL OF THE CURIOUS MOUSE, will air  

on Sky One at 8.15pm on Christmas Eve and will be  

available on streaming service NOW TV

Roald & Beatrix: The Tail of the Curious Mouse is 

based on the true story of an unlikely meeting 

between two of Britain’s most beloved children’s 

authors, one dealing with the pressures of success 

and aging, the other a child learning to navigate grief 

and loss in a confusing adult world.

When we meet Beatrix Potter she is an established 

author whose books have made her a household 

name, but recognition and fame sit awkwardly with 

her, and she seems happier working on her farm 

than on the new hit book that her publishers are 

demanding in time for the lucrative Christmas market. 

Meanwhile, she stubbornly refuses to acknowledge 

that her eyesight isn’t all it was, much to the 

frustration of husband William. 

Meanwhile a six-year old Roald Dahl is reeling from 

the loss of his sister and father in the same year, and 

is horrified by the thought of being “sent away” from 

his fun, loving mother to the boarding school that his 

late dad was determined he should attend. An avid 

reader with a vivid imagination, he seeks refuge in the 

world of stories – especially those of a certain Ms. B 

Potter. When everything gets too much for Roald, it’s 

only natural that the fantasy world of Peter Rabbit 

and Jemima Puddle-Duck is where he attempts to 

flee away to, striking out for the idyllic farm shown in 

Beatrix’s illustrations.

Roald doesn’t get too far before his mum catches up 

with him, but she wisely recognises that he needs 

an adventure more than a telling-off, and the two of 

them set out together to find Beatrix Potter – or Mrs. 

Healiss, as she loudly insists that everyone calls her. 

Meanwhile, having finally succumbed to an eye test, 

Beatrix looks like losing the battle with her publisher 

as well, who is demanding that her new book have 

a happy ending – meaning the Three Blind Mice will 

make friends with the farmer’s wife, instead of having 

their tales chopped off by her! 

Roald and Beatrix’s meeting changes them both, 

giving them the confidence to move through their 

sadness and frustration – and it helps set Roald on 

the path to follow in his idol’s footsteps. It turns out 

that Beatrix is not quite as fierce as she pretends, 

and that Roald is braver than he thought.

Roald and Beatrix will entertain and amuse, but it also 

gives families and individuals the chance to reflect 

– on the power of stories to help us grow, and on 

the relationships and encounters that help us move 

through the hardest parts of our life, when we feel 

deeply sad or irreversibly ‘stuck’.

As a uniquely difficult year draws to a close, this 

charming story might just open a door for you to 

rediscover some hope of your own.

Introducing Roald & Beatrix



Born in Cardiff 1916, Roald Dahl was named after 

the famous Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen, 

who had made history five years earlier by leading 

the first expedition to the South Pole. Roald’s father 

Harald had moved to Wales from Norway 30 years 

earlier, and his mother Sophie followed when they 

got married in 1911. Roald spoke Norwegian at home 

in his early years, and although he always thought 

of himself as English, he loved his childhood summer 

holidays in Norway each year and returned there with 

his own children when he became a father. 

As shown in the film, Roald’s mother fulfilled his 

father’s wishes for him to attend traditional English 

boarding schools. His father believed they were “the 

best in the world”, but Roald found the reality could 

be very different – he was often homesick and the 

treatment from older boys and even teachers could 

be brutal. Many tales from Roald’s schooldays later 

appeared in Boy, including a famous incident where 

he was caned for putting a dead mouse in a jar of 

gobstoppers in a local sweet shop, and the happier 

memory of him and his classmates being enrolled as 

“expert tasters” for a nearby chocolate factory. For 

Roald Dahl fans, it’s easy to see that lots of the larger-

than-life characters and stories in his favourite books 

were drawn from his own childhood years.

Roald’s adventurous spirit meant he chose a job that 

would give him a chance to travel and see the world, 

and after leaving school he joined an oil company who 

sent him to Kenya and Tanzania in East Africa. Roald 

lived quite a luxurious life for a young man (despite 

some close encounters with snakes and lions), but 

everything changed when the Second World War 

broke out in 1939. Aged just 23 he joined the Royal 

Air Force, who taught him to fly and sent him to Iraq, 

Egypt and Greece. Despite a crash-landing in the 

desert in 1940 that almost killed him, Roald kept flying 

for two more years, and was then sent to America in 

1942 to represent the RAF in Washington, D.C., trying 

to persuade American leaders to join the war in 

support of Britain.

After the war, Roald married an American actress, 

Patricia Neale, and started writing seriously – but 

mainly for film and TV scripts. His first big children’s 

hit, James and the Giant Peach, came in 1961, the 

start of a string of classic books that would continue 

for almost 30 years, including, Fantastic Mr Fox, The 

Twits and The BFG (did you spot the little hints of 

these stories in the film?) However, like Beatrix, this 

success was mixed with great sadness. Roald and 

Patricia’s first daughter Olivia died aged just seven, 

and their son Theo was severely injured after his pram 

was hit by a car when he was four months old. Roald 

died in 1990, but is still one of Britain’s most loved 

writers, and he is estimated to have sold over 250 

million books around the world.

About Roald Dahl



Helen Beatrix Potter was born in 1866 and grew up 

in an artistic family with a deep love of the outdoors. 

Surrounded by pets – mice, rabbits, hedgehogs, 

bats and butterflies to name a few – and taking 

long summer holidays in the Lake District and the 

Scottish Highlands, she became a keen sketcher and 

student of nature. Very few women in Beatrix’s time 

were able to attend university, but she continued to 

study fossils and plants after her schooling ended, 

making meticulous sketches from museums and 

archaeological excavations as well as directly from 

nature. In her 20s she became an independent 

scientist, with her writings helping to improve 

knowledge of the different species of mushrooms 

and how they reproduce – all illustrated with beautiful 

colour drawings.

Beatrix always loved reading, especially fairy tales 

and fantasies, and her first books grew out of stories 

she would tell about animals to young relatives and 

friends. Encouraged by a close friend, she shared the 

manuscript with publishers, and in 1902 “The Tale of 

Peter Rabbit” was published. Beatrix was 36 years old, 

and her first book was an immediate success.

Over the next 30 years Beatrix published another 

22 children’s tales, introducing characters such as 

Squirrel Nutkin, Tom Kitten, Jemima Puddle-Duck and 

Benjamin Bunny. She provided the artwork for all of 

her books, with the timeless illustrations ensuring 

that her books have never been out of print and 

are as deeply loved a century later as when she first 

created them.

Beatrix also experienced deep grief in the early years 

of her success. In 1905 she and Norman Warne, her 

editor, became engaged, but he died just a month 

later before they could marry. That same year she 

bought Hill Top Farm in the Lake District, which 

she and Norman had hoped would be their holiday 

home away from London. Nonetheless Beatrix found 

that she loved village and farm life, and in 1913 she 

married William Heelis, a local solicitor, who we see 

in the film. Before Beatrix died in 1943, she decided 

to leave Hill Top to the National Trust, meaning that 

you can follow in Roald Dahl’s footsteps and visit the 

enchanting house and gardens for yourself.

About Beatrix Potter



1.  What festive number are the carol singers 

singing outside Beatrix’s house?

A)  Silent Night

B)  The Holly and the Ivy

C)  Ding Dong Merrily on High

2.  What does Astrid, Roald’s sister, ask Santa 

Claus for in the letter that her doll Lavender 

gives Roald?

A)  A new dress

B)  A Beatrix Potter book

C)  A trampoline

3.  When Roald meets the “Bona Fide Gent” at 

the train station, what strange-sounding 

snack does he offer him?

A)  Kendall Mint Cake

B)  Knutsford Delight

C)  Kentish Cobnut

4.  What does Sofie, Roald’s mother, tell him to 

put in the hat of the man on the train?

A)  A sandwich

B)  A frog

C)  A dead mouse

5.  Which Beatrix Potter book is Roald reading in 

the cupboard-under-the-stairs?

A)  The Tale of the Flopsy Bunnies

B)  The Tale of Peter Rabbit

C)  The Tale of Jemima Puddle-Duck

6.  Why does Beatrix keep hold of the dead 

mouse she finds in her shoe?

A)  To throw at carol singers

B)  To draw it

C)  To bake it in a very small pie

7.  Match up the names with some of Beatrix’s 

animals

  Sago  Dog

  Fleet  Pig

  Sally   Duck

8.  Which parts of the film might have given the 

young Roald ideas for each of these books?

A)  The B.F.G.

B)  The Twits

C)  Fantastic Mr. Fox

Quiz Time!

Answers: 1-B; 2-A (for her doll) and B (for Roald); 3-C; 4-A; 5-C; 6-B; 7-Sago=Duck, 

Fleet=Dog, Sally=Pig; 8-A=Bona Fide Gent (BFG!), B=the two very rude men in Roald’s 

house, C=the rude woman at the taxi rank and her fox



1. Beatrix is stubborn and short-tempered with lots of people in the 

film. Can you understand why? Do you think you would have got 

on with her in real life? She and William seem to argue a lot, but it’s 

obvious that they really love each other. How does the film make 

that clear? 

2. Roald’s mother goes with him to find Beatrix’s house, but when 

they get there she tells him that he needs to go in on his own, and 

to ignore the big “keep out” sign. Why do you think she does that? 

Why is it important for Roald to have his own adventure, especially 

after all he has been through?

3. Anne, Beatrix’s publisher, thinks that talking about chopping of mice’s tails is “ghastly” and not suitable 

for a children’s book. Beatrix thinks that children are tougher than this – especially after meeting Roald. 

Do you think we should protect children from the dark or tragic aspects of life? How can stories help to 

introduce children to these realities?

4. One of the most touching scenes in the film is the encounter between Roald’s mother Sofie and Dora, 

who lets her into the café even after it is closed. Do you have a tale of when a stranger has been kind to 

you, or when someone you don’t know has told you a very personal story? Why can it be hard for us to 

behave like Dora?

5. Both Sofie and Roald lost people very dear to them far too soon – a husband and father; a daughter and 

sister (later Roald lost a daughter of his own too). The film shows how this grief weighs on Roald and 

Sofie in different ways, but it also shows them being determined to move forward with their lives. What 

role do you think their journey together could play in this process of healing?

6. Beatrix and Roald’s books are very different, but they both created worlds that children – and many 

adults too – love to step into and enjoy. From your own memories of reading their books, or from what 

you saw in the film, what do you think makes a children’s book one that people come back to over and 

over again? Share some memories of the stories that have stuck with you from your own childhood.

Discussion Questions:

“I think the story presents 

a hugely uplifting message 

about personal bravery and 

how important it is to equip 

young children with emotional 

resilience and understanding.” 

Elaine Cameron, Producer

“Something we 

talked about a lot 

when putting this 

film together was the 
everyday bravery and 

resilience of people, 

we really wanted to 

celebrate that.” Elaine 

Cameron, Producer



1. 1. Write like Roald!Write like Roald!

 

We saw that Roald took lots of ideas for books 

or characters from people he met in everyday 

life. Next time you go to the shops or walk to 

school, look at the people around you, and try to 

remember any unusual or interesting things you 

see. When you get home, let your imagination 

run wild – exaggerate the things you noticed, 

and try to turn that person into the most 

outrageous or fascinating character you can 

imagine!

Activity Ideas

2.2. Write like Beatrix! Write like Beatrix!

 

Beatrix spent her whole life watching and 

drawing animals. Her animal characters were 

based on both observation and imagination. 

Spend 5 or 10 minutes watching an animal 

carefully, and make a note of all the strange, 

cute or clever things you notice it doing. It could 

be a pet, an animal you see in the park, or one 

that you find in an online video. Then write a 

short story where you try to make sense of 

its behaviour. What is going on in the animal’s 

world? What jobs is it trying to do? Why does it 

seem so tired? What is it scared of?



3.3. Plan your adventure! Plan your adventure!

 

Roald would have big adventures later in life, and we see him taking some of his first steps in that 

direction in the film. Lots of adventures aren’t available to us at the moment, but that shouldn’t stop you 

planning for when they are! Pick a far-flung part of the world you would like to visit, and learn all about it. 

How will you get there? What do you most want to see and experience when you arrive? What special kit 

will you need to take with you? You might want to make a plane ticket or a passport to make it seem a 

little bit closer! Or perhaps your adventure is closer to home. You could talk to your parents or guardians 

about a journey you would like to make. Which bits will they accompany you on? Which bits might you be 

able to do alone?

4.4. Group storytime! Group storytime!

 

Roald and Beatrix were brimming with ideas all of their own, but one of the best ways of telling stories is 

in a group. Try the following exercise – this will work just as well for adults as children, and you can easily 

do it online if you can’t be together in person!

A) Start with each person getting 3 or 4 small pieces of paper. They should write a word on each one 

that they want to appear in the story – a place, a colour, a name, a thing – and fold them up before 

putting them all in a bowl in the middle 

B) Each person takes it in turns to speak for 30 seconds. They pick one of the pieces of paper, and they 

must find a way to work that word into the story. When the story passes to the next person, they 

decide what happens next, and also have to introduce the item on the piece of paper that they pick 

out!

 After five minutes, you will have jointly told a story – probably a very bizarre and funny one! 

  If you’re playing online, take a few minutes for everyone to think of their words before you start, and  If you’re playing online, take a few minutes for everyone to think of their words before you start, and 

then you can all write them in the group chat. It doesn’t matter if people can see them – they can then you can all write them in the group chat. It doesn’t matter if people can see them – they can 

just pick their favourite one until they’ve all been used!just pick their favourite one until they’ve all been used!
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